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January 2, 2019 

 

 

Dear Rainier School District Parents, Guardians, and Families, 

 

On December 12, 2018, water samples were collected from thirty drinking water fixtures at Rainier 

Middle School and Rainier High School and were tested for lead; I received the results today. The report 

indicated that twenty-eight of the fixtures in our middle and high school buildings are below the EPA 

action level.  Two fixtures, one at the high school and one at the middle school, were reported to have 

lead in amounts that were equal to or above the Environmental Protection Agency action level of 20 

parts per billion (ppb). This means that children should not drink from these fixtures.  

 

The fixtures that have the high levels of lead are turned off. We believe the lead is coming from the 

older faucet fixtures. Those fixtures will begin being replaced tomorrow. After all fixtures have been 

replaced, we will then have the water retested. 

 

Testing drinking water quality is a multi-step process that starts with sample testing lead 

accumulation in stagnant water. Any indications of elevated lead levels in those tests then have a 

follow-up test to measure lead levels in the drinking water above 10 parts per billion (ppb). 

 

Step 1: Sample tests - Take “first draw” sample of stagnant water from fixtures not in use for 8 

to 18 hours. Completed 

 

Step 2: Shut off access to drinking water source that tested above 10 ppb in sample tests. 

Completed  

 

Step 3: Repairs - Drinking water fixtures which tested more than 10 ppb in the Step 1 test will be 

replaced and retested before reopening access to that fixture. In Process  

 

The health and safety of our students and staff is our top priority. Immediately after learning the results 

of the water testing, we took the necessary actions and will continue to keep you informed of the 

progress of this situation. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Bryon Bahr, Superintendent 

Rainier School District 


